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Personal Protective Equipment Policy
1. Policy Statement

To ensure that suitable personal protective equipment is provided to employees who may be exposed to a risk to their health or safety while at work, except where and to the extent that such a risk has been adequately controlled by other means which are equally or more effective.

2. Personal Protective Equipment shall not be suitable unless: 

· It is appropriate for the risk or risks involved and the conditions at the place where exposure to the risk may occur.

· It takes account of ergonomic requirements and the state of health of the person or persons who may wear it.

· It is capable of fitting the wearer correctly, if necessary, after adjustments within the range for which it is designed.

· So far as it is practical, it is effective to prevent or adequately control the risks involved without increasing overall risk.

· Where considered appropriate by the Health and Safety Manager, the item of protective equipment must be of a design or manufacture that complies with British Standards.

Before choosing any personal protective equipment, an assessment will be made to determine whether the personal protective equipment intended to be provided is suitable.  This will include definition of the risk or risks that cannot be avoided, and the equipment required reducing these risks.   

The person issuing the personal protective equipment will ensure that equipment is issued in efficient working order and in good repair.  All employees using the equipment will keep it maintained and should repairs be necessary, will inform the issuing person as soon as possible and ensure that it is not used unless it is in correct working order. Regular checks of the equipment will be made to ensure that it is kept in a safe working order.  All personal protective equipment will be kept safely when not in use.  All uses of personal protective equipment will be trained correctly in the use of the equipment on issue.

3. HEAD PROTECTION

There are four widely used types of head protection: -

i. Crash helmets, cycling helmets, riding helmets and climbing helmets, which are intended to protect the user in falls.

ii. Industrial safety helmets, which can protect against falling objects or impact with fixed objects.

iii. Industrial scalp protectors, which can protect against striking fixed obstacles, scalping, entanglement.

The following are examples where the use of head protection must be worn: 

i. Building work, particularly work on, underneath or in the vicinity of scaffolding and elevated work places, erection and stripping of formwork assembly and installation work, work on scaffolding and demolition work.  Work near hoists, lifting plant cranes and conveyors.  Work from suspended access systems, bosun’s chairs etc.

ii. Wherever possible, the head protection should not hinder the work being done.  Head protection worn in the food industry may need to be easily cleaned or compatible with other hygiene requirements.

iii. Head protection should be maintained in good condition. It should be stored in a safe place when not in use; visually inspected for signs of damage; have defective harness components replaced, and have the sweat – band regularly cleaned or replaced.

iv. Head protection should be replaced at intervals recommended by the manufacturer of before if the shell has received a severe impact; deep scratches occur; or the shell has any cracks visible to the naked eye.

4. EYE PROTECTION

i. Eye protection serves to guard against the hazards of impact, splashes, dust gases, welding arcs, non-ionising radiation and the light from lasers.  Eye protectors include safety spectacles; eye shields goggles, welding filters, face-shields and hoods.  Some types of eye protection can be worn over ordinary spectacles if necessary.

ii. The selection of eye protection depends primarily on the hazard, however comfort style and durability should also be considered.

iii. Safety spectacles are similar to prescription glasses, but may also incorporate side shields.  The lenses are of a toughened plastic to guard against impact.

iv. Eye shields are heavier than safety spectacles, and designed with a frameless one-piece moulded lens.

v. Safety goggles are heavier and less convenient than either of the above, but they afford total protection to the eye from all angles, as the whole periphery of the goggle is in contact with the face.

vi. Face shields protect the face, but do not fully enclose the eyes.  They are useful for work involving radiant heat.

vii. The lenses of eye protectors must be kept clean.  Glass and plastic lenses may be cleaned using water then absorbent paper.

viii. Eye protectors should be issued on a personal basis and kept in suitable cases when not in use.  Damage that impairs vision or protection must be reported immediately and the eye protector replaced.

5. FOOT PROTECTION

The following are examples of activities that may require the use of protective footwear:

i. Construction

Work on building and demolition sites will usually require safety footwear to protect the feet against a variety of hazards particularly objects falling on them, or sharp objects on the ground piercing the shoe and injuring the sole of the foot.

ii. Mechanical and Manual Handling

There may be a risk of objects falling on or crushing the front of the foot.  There may be a risk of a fall through slipping which could result in damage to the heel on impact.  There is also a danger of treading on pointed or sharp objects, which can penetrate the shoe and injure the sole of the foot.

iii. Chemical

Footwear provided when working with hazardous chemicals should be both impermeable and resistant to attack by chemicals.

6. HAND AND ARM PROTECTION

i. Gloves provide protection against cuts and abrasions, extremes of temperature, skin irritations and contact with toxic or corrosive liquids.

ii. Manual Handling, Vibrations, Construction and Outdoor work, Hot and Cold Materials, Danger from electric shock and Chemicals are all examples of activities when hand protection should be worn.

iii. The choice of glove should be made on the basis of suitability for protection, compatibility within the work and the requirements of the user.  Always follow the manufacturers instructions and markings for appropriate use and level of protection.

iv. Protective gloves should be well maintained, and kept in good condition.  They should be regularly checked for holes, wearing, distortion and foreign materials, and discarded if are damaged.  No gap should be left between the glove and the wearer’s sleeve.

v. Cleaning of gloves should be in accordance with manufacturer’s instructions.

vi. Contact between gloves and chemicals should be kept to a minimum.  Do not touch other exposed parts of the body, equipment or furniture when wearing protective gloves to avoid contamination.

7. PROTECTIVE CLOTHING FOR THE BODY

i. Protection against low risk chemicals can be by chemical resistant clothing coveralls and laboratory coats made from uncoated cotton or synthetic material such as nylon.

ii. Strong solvents, oils and greases require heavier protection afforded by coats, overalls and aprons made from neoprene, rubber, etc.

iii. Chemical suits are totally encapsulating which are either vapour proof of liquid splash proof and are fed with breathable air.

iv. Jackets, trousers and leggings made with PVC coated nylon or cotton will offer protection against rain, as will waxed cotton.  Quilted and insulated coats offer limited protection against cold.

v. High visibility clothing is made from PVC impregnated with fluorescent pigments.  Workers on roadsides and other areas where it is important to be seen to be safe should wear this.  There are three grades of high visibility clothing:

Class A: Refers to coats and jackets offering the highest degree of conspicuousness.

Class B:  Refers to waistcoats and tabards and offers a lower level of conspicuousness.

Class C:   Is concerned with exposure to a particular risk such as that faced by road workers.

vi. Protective clothing should only be used for the purpose intended. It should be maintained in good condition and checked regularly.  It should be placed or discarded if damaged.

Signed: 

Gary Nourse

Director
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